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o matter how you looklat it, the GE Monogram Collection™ puts

he kitchen of your dreams within the realm of possibility. With three
g ,'wif]’ﬁct styles and seemingly endless options for customization, only
““Monogram gives you-complete freedom to follow your vision.
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remodel

on a

by Staci Ziccardi, Florida Builder Appliances

WANTED: a stylish new kitchen as seen in
the pages of an upscale glossy home magazine. Practical,
affordable, and dare | even say it... Green?

Here are a few tips from an insider on how to make your
dream kitchen a reality without breaking the bank.

The Groundwork

BUDGET: Get an idea of how much you'd like to spend
and pad that number with an additional 10 - 15% to cover
unexpected delays, price increases or must have add-ons.

THE PROFESSIONALS: Keep in mind that the lowest bid
may not necessarily be the best work. Before hiring any
contractors or trades people run a background check, ask
for references, verify licenses and view their previous jobs.

PLAN: Maintain the current location of all major fixtures,
appliances, and utilities relative to plumbing, gas, and

electrical outlets. Moving these locations can be extremely

expensive.

From the Ground Up

FLOORING: If you are able to use the existing floor
covering, skip this section. If not, there are several options.
You can opt to try to remove old vinyl flooring in search of
hardwood floors underneath, which could be sanded and
refinished. If you want to install newer vinyl flooring on top
of older vinyl flooring, try a synthetic floor leveler material
to avoid having to remove the old floor covering. Vinyl and
laminate flooring is the most durable and cost effective
option to use. For a sustainable approach look at bamboo

flooring. Bamboo is considered a highly renewable resource.

CABINETS: Cabinetry drives the overall price of the remodel,

so be sure to examine your options carefully. Refacing
existing cabinets is the most cost-effective option. Refacing
can include either repainting or replacing your cabinet
doors. Many homeowners also swap out cabinet hinges and
hardware to give their cabinet doors a fresh look. If you opt
to replace cabinetry, all of these can drive up the price: wood
selection and finish, options such as tilt fronts, spice racks,
lazy susans, hardware, soffits, and trim.

COUNTERTOPS: Consider quartz over granite for similar
look and durability (you also won't need to seal it) or opt
for cost-effective laminate and style it with trim or an
endcap, mitered corners, or a bull-nose for a polished look.
Shop around and compare; there are many variances in

each category of countertop, but if you know what you
are looking for and what constitutes quality for that
category, you're more apt to spot a bargain.

APPLIANCES: When making appliance selections inquire
about clearance or overstock pieces. You may be able to
save a considerable amount of money by supplementing
your order with a piece or two from their clearance
selection. Go green, by choosing an energy efficient
dishwasher and refrigerator. You will start saving money
and the environment immediately! If you like the look of
a built-in refrigerator, but not the price tag, consider a
counter—depth model for similar style at a lower price.
Finally, to protect your investment, opt for the extended
warranty which, for a small percentage of your purchase
price will give you peace of mind coverage.

LIGHTING: Switch to CFL light bulbs, which are budget
and eco-friendly. These will save you around $30 in
energy costs over their lifetime and save 2000 times its
own weight in greenhouse gases.

And finally, remember this remodel is for you, so make
the appliance decisions and major design choices
yourself and choose those that best meet your
individual needs. @
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Proving that kn
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The new CP3 custom hood liner from Best® by Broan is part of the Celato
Suite of hoods. The CP3 series inserts simplifies installation and provides
an out-of-the-box solution-thatincludes everything you need to complete

a fully integrated appearance. The all-in-one design includes a powerful
internal blower that works quietly on normal speed and makes this product
simple to specify and install. The elegant combination of form and material
sets these new models apart from the typical hood liner.
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For people passionate about their kitchens, the Architect® Series Il is a

rare delight and the available range options are no exception. Every detail

has been meticulously designed to enhance the experience of being in the

kitchen — whether cooking, entertaining or just creating a space of style and

comfort. -





